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1. Call to order and roll call – Vice President Girdler called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.  

 

Members present: Lucas Carter, Alissa Girdler, Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: Rachelle Elliott and Sherry Blakeley 

Members absent: Alexis Beran, Gerardine Heim, Courtney Scott, and Keira Wilson.  

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Kim Huber, Michael 

DeVries, Amy Mitchell, Jessica Graminske, and Wyatt Ditzler. 

 

2. Approval of the April 15, 2026 Library Board meeting minutes – Carter moved to approve the April 

15, 2026 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (5-0). 

 

3. Public Comment – none.  

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. Dimassis 

highlighted a presentation from a Beloit College student from the Design Thinking Class on 

Discovery PLAYce. Discovery PLAYce updates: we held a donor appreciation event this past 

Monday. JP Cullen has finished its part of the construction project; CCI will be starting up on June 

1st to finish the Discovery PLAYce area. Ravenswood Studios from Chicago is the fabricating firm 

and they have started that process. We are currently planning a soft opening in October with a 

grand opening in November. We will firm up dates as we move through the fabrication process. 

Interviews have started for the Discovery PLAYce manager position. The bin shelving for the 

children’s area will be arriving the 1st or 2nd week of June. The capital campaign goal was $4.15 

million. To date we have raised $4.75 million. We were notified that we are receiving a $750,000 

grant from the State of Wisconsin. The additional funds will help us with renewal of the space to 

keep it fresh and outreach. The marketing assistant started 4/27 and has been a great addition to 

the team.  
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5. Committee Reports:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – Did not meet. 

b. Personnel Committee – Did not meet. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – Did not meet.  

 

6. Old Business – None. 

 

7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Carter moved to approve 

the April payments with the library bills totaling $75,049.19, Flexible Facilities Grant Program 

- $29,443.19. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (5-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Dimassis reported on the Foundation awards handed out 

at the donor appreciation event. Friends At Beloit Library (FABL) was presented with the First 

Edition Award; Kathy Hendricks and Kathy McCoy were presented with Library Champion 

awards for their work on Discovery PLAYce. Next meeting is June 10, 2026. 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Laatz reported that the annual meeting is May28, 2026. The 

group held their warehouse sale this past weekend and brought in about $1300. Next 

meeting is the annual meeting on May 28, 2026. 

c. School District Representative – Elliott reported that it is graduation season, and it is 

important to celebrate all graduates. There are many pathways and accomplishments to this 

goal and all need to be celebrated. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported on the special recognitions to the Beloit 

Memorial High School Jazz Orchestra and Skills USA participants. Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez will 

start as City Manager on June 22nd. The Council has cleared the way for Next Generation to 

build 100 housing units off of Murphy Woods Rd. This will include sidewalks. 

 

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – None 
 

10. Motion to Adjourn – Carter moved to adjourn. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (5-0). 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 17, 2026 

 

Submitted by:                                       

Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager 


