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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, October 15, 2025

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Alissa Girdler, Gerardine Heim, Elizabeth Magnus,
Courtney Scott, and Alexis Beran (arr. 6:07)

Members online: Rachelle Elliott

Members absent: Keira Wilson

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Amy Mitchell, and Wyatt Ditzler.

2. Approval of September 17, 2025 Library Board Meeting Minutes — Blakeley moved to approve
the September 17, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Girdler seconded the
motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4., Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report.
Graminske introduced our newest Library Service Specialist 1 — Customer Experience — Paige
Garthwaite. Dimassis highlighted the success of the outdoor movie night with 288 people in
attendance. The lease agreement with Forward Service Corporation (FSC) is in part due to the
relocation of Community Action. Please check out Florence Haley’s letter to the editor about
Discovery PLAYce; very nice. We are in the midst of hiring one person. Baker & Taylor, a major
distributor, is going out of business. It may be tougher to get some materials for a while. Capital
campaign is going well. We are at 65%. Mitchell to send the presentation from Civics Academy
today. We received the 50% design from Luci Creative.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business
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a. Board Recruitment — a potential member is on the agenda for appointment by City
Council.

7. New Business -
a. Discussion and approval on 2026 Holiday Schedule — Magnus moved to approve the 2026
Holiday Schedule as presented. Beran seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).
b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the September monthly financials and bills, with the library bills totaling $29, 159.36,
Flexible Facilities Grant Program - $57,358.80, and the Blender Café bills totaling $4,088.41.
Scott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

8. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — Heim reported that Seth Frisbee is a new member
of the Foundation board. The board approved $21,950 in library requests. Next
meeting is December 10, 2025.

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Beran reported the board does not meet until
November, but the big book sale is 10/23 — 10/25. Next meeting is November 12,
2025.

c. School District Representative — Elliott reported on BMHS hosting the SKILLS USA
Competition on 11/3.

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported there are 2 more outdoor farmer’s
markets. On 10/19, Kevin Leavy was inducted into the Beloit Historical Society’s Hall
of Fame. Beloit Police Officer Hannah Carlson recognized for saving a man from
drowning in his car this past November. She was also recognized by the FBI. The
council held a budget workshop. They are set to approve the budget in November.
There is no casino money in this budget. Purchase of Arctic Wolf software for cyber
security, Beloit College contracted to continue broadcasting city council meetings.
The capital improvements include fleet improvements for PD. Snowplows are ready
for the winter. Close to hiring a new Police Chief.

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — Blood Drive at BPL on 10/20, NAACP Freedom Fund
Dinner 12/5 at Glen Erin. Mandela Barnes will be the keynote speaker. Beloit Town Hall Meeting
— Building a Black Policy Agenda —10/30 at BPL.

10. Motion to Adjourn — Scott moved to adjourn. Beran seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).
Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, November 19, 2025

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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