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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, September 17, 2025

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Gerardine Heim, Elizabeth
Magnus, Courtney Scott, and Keira Wilson (arr. 6:28)

Members online: Alexis Beran

Members absent: None

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Amy Mitchell, and Wyatt Ditzler.

2. Approval of August 20, 2025 Library Board Meeting Minutes — Blakeley moved to approve the
August 20, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Girdler seconded the motion.
Motion Carried (6-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report.
Dimassis highlighted the upcoming outdoor movie night on 9/26, upcoming Bookquest Author
Margi Preus in November as part of the Bookquest program, the recording of Booklegger
volunteer presentations., ongoing Ink and Imagination passport program for all Prairie Lakes
Library System libraries (sign out front), Beloit College partnerships with Sociology Capstone
students (10 students), Community Fellows Program Intern Casey Barasch, and Intern Clara
Martin working on a Local History Project., and finally, the Leadership Team met with Jill
McConnell, Executive Director of Cooper-Siegel Community Library in Pittsburgh, PA about our
transition to the Best Beloit Model.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business
a. Board Recruitment — one vacancy.
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7. New Business -
a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the August monthly financials and bills, with the library bills totaling $52,298.52, and the
Blender Café bills totaling $9,617.38. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

8. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — No report. Next meeting is October 8, 2025.

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Beran reported on the upcoming FABL Booksale
October 23-25. They are looking for volunteers to help move boxes onto the tables
for the sale. Discussed the 100 Extraordinary Women campaign for Discovery
PLAYce. Next meeting is November 12, 2025.

c. School District Representative — Elliott reported on the many certification
opportunities that students have. Homecoming is in October.

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on three proclamations: Hispanic
Heritage Month, 143" anniversary of Bethel AME Church, 35" anniversary for
Friends of Beckman Mill. Council approved a budget amendment to replace
emergency equipment, discussed parking limitation of 30 minutes downtown during
the daytime hours. Drew Pennington presented on a TID district on Prairie Avenue.
The Policy and Fire Commission continues efforts to hire a new Chief of Police.

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — Hispanic Heritage Event 9/27, BTC Fall Festival 9/25,
Seminar for harassment & bullying on 10/1.

10. Motion to Adjourn — Elliott moved to adjourn. Beran seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned
at 6:41 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 15, 2025

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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