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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, July 16, 2025
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM.

Members present: Alexis Beran, Sherry Blakeley, Gerardine Heim, Elizabeth Magnus,
Courtney Scott, and Keira Wilson (arr. 6:14).

Members online: None

Members absent: Rachelle Elliott and Alissa Girdler

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Wyatt Ditzler, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Welcome new board members — Alexis Beran, Courtney Scott, and Keira Wilson.

3. Approval of June 18, 2025 Library Board Meeting Minutes — Postponed to August 20, 2025
meeting due to lack of quorum of eligible trustees.

4. Public Comment — None

5. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report.
Dimassis highlighted Juneteenth celebration participation, adding the Be Kind, Rewind movie
series, the hosting of A&E’s Betting on Beloit Premiere, Bookquest and the upcoming author
visit, Hoopla for 2026, the $8M library project using FFP Grant funds and capital campaign for
Discovery PLAYce, upcoming events for the 250" anniversary of America, and the 2026 initial
budgets submitted.

6. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

7. 0Old Business — None
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8. New Business -

a. Election of Officers — Geri Heim accepted the nomination to serve another term as library
board president. Blakeley moved to approve Heim as President and to postpone the Vice
President election to the August meeting when more board members are present. Magnus
seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0)

b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the June monthly financials and bills, with the library bills totaling $33,428.08 and the
Blender Café bills totaling $15,861.19. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

9. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — Dimassis reported that the Foundation is a 501
(c)(3) and is currently running the capital campaign for Discovery PLAYce. Next
meeting is August 13, 2025.

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Magnus reported that the next big warehouse sale
will be October 23 — 25. The board discussed that the ongoing book sale shelves will
not be available from September to February due to construction, but the sale can
continue using carts. Booksale committee will discuss further. Next meeting is
September 10, 2025.

c. School District Representative — No report.

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported that the council completed the City
Manager’s performance evaluation with a goal of more forward thinking. They
discussed the need for a police department and what the priorities of needs are.
They continued the discussion on the Climate Action Plan with community meetings
being held on 7/30 at 6:00 pm at the library and again on 8/7 at 6:00 pm at DPW —
2400 Springbrook. The deadline for the public survey regarding the Climate Action
Plan is 8/10.

10. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — Blakeley reported that Nick and Friends will be playing
at Fridays In The Park on 7/18 at 11:30 am. Scott announced an upcoming event VIBE Check,
taking place on 7/26 at The Beloit College Powerhouse. Wilson announced an event Patent
Pending Backyard Bash on 7/19. Magnus announced an event at the Beloit Art Center on 7/19 in
which they will be unveiling a new mural.

11. Motion to Adjourn — Scott moved to adjourn. Magnus seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned
at 6:48 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, August 20, 2025

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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