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1. Call to order and roll call – President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence Haley, Gerardine 

Heim, Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh. 

Members online: None 

Members absent: Rachelle Elliott 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Wyatt Ditzler, and Amy Mitchell. 

 

2. Approval of May 21, 2025 Library Board Meeting Minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the May 

21, 2025 library board meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (8-0). 

 

3. Public Comment – None 

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In 

addition to the written report, Dimassis mentioned that Elder Beerman is coming down along 

with other areas of the Eclipse Center. Capital Campaign is going well. We will find out about our 

Hendricks Family Foundation grant request after their meeting on August 7th. Kerry donated 

$250,000; $100K for a learning play station in Discovery PLAYce and $150K for the Blender Café 

as we return to the original partnership. President Heim added that the library board’s support 

and backing of Discovery PLAYce is vital and that each board member is strongly encouraged to 

give a gift of any amount.  

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – No meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – No meeting. 

 

6. Old Business – Board Recruitment – Dimassis reported that we have 3 new board members 

starting in July. 
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7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Haley moved to approve 

the May monthly financials and bills, with the library bills totaling $40,453.22 and the 

Blender Café bills totaling $9,289.46. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka reported that the board discussed its role 

in the capital campaign and discussed the pledge form and recognition 

opportunities from $250 to $2 million.  

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – No report. Next meeting is July 9, 2025. 

c. School District Representative – No report. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported that the council read a proclamation 

for National Home Ownership Month. They continued discussions on the Climate 

Action Plan. Markese Terrell received the Barack Obama Service Award at the Rising 

Queens Juneteenth celebration. Other Juneteenth celebrations are going on across 

the city. Make Music Day in Beloit is 6/21/25. The council approved the bid for JP 

Cullen to do the construction work at the library. 

 

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – Keraka update on the Hendricks Commercial 

Properties and Geronimo Hospitality Group Back the Badge golf outing on June 9th. The group 

raised $95,000 to support local police and fire equipment needs and mental health. J. Elliott 

mentions the Vibe Check event happening on 7/26/25.  

 

10. Thank you to Florence Haley, Jamarr Elliott, and Jamie Keraka for their service to the Library 

Board. 

 

11. Motion to Adjourn – Haley moved to adjourn. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned 

at 7:00 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


