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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, April 16, 2025
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott (arr. 6:07), Alissa Girdler,
Florence Haley, Gerardine Heim, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus.

Members online: None

Members absent: Joshua Peterson-Droogh.

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Wyatt Ditzler, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Approval of March 19, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Haley moved to approve the March
19, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report.
Dimassis highlighted the Bookquest event and the employment posting of three positions.
Dimassis then gave his Discovery PLAYce presentation.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
Personnel Committee — No meeting.

c. Strategic Plan Committee — Magnus reported that the Strategic Plan Committee met the
night before and is recommending extending the current the plan for the years 2025-
2027.

6. Old Business — Board Recruitment — Dimassis reported that he has given tours to 4 individuals.
We are now waiting to see if they are interested in filling out an application form.

7. New Business -
a. Discovery PLAYce Presentation — Dimassis gave the presentation during his Library Director
report above.
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b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the March monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $48,322.77 and the
Blender Café bills totaling $6,131.96. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

8. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — Keraka reported that the Foundation is holding a
Donor Appreciation Event on May 13, 2025 at which time they will be presenting
the inaugural “First Edition Award” to the Bookleggers Program and the inaugural
“Champion Award” to Steve Platteter. Next meeting is June 11, 2025

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — No report. Next meeting is the annual meeting on
May 12, 2025.

c. School District Representative — Twenty students participated in the SKILLS USA
competition for the trades. Graduation is June 7, 2025.

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported that the 3 incumbents were all re-
elected to City Council.

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — None.

10. Motion to Adjourn — R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Magnus seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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