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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI 

Library Board Room 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence Haley, Gerardine 

Heim, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: None 

Members absent: Joshua Peterson-Droogh. 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Wyatt Ditzler, and Amy Mitchell. 

 

2. Approval of February 19, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Blakeley moved to approve the 

February 19, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (7-0). 

 

3. Public Comment – None 

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. 

Highlights are displays in the library from Turner School District and Roy Chapman Andrews 

Society. Programmers are working on Summer Library Club programs. The Kickoff event is on 

June 7. Looking to hold an event for local authors. Staff outing will be at Beloit Art Center for a 

Paint and Sip event. March all-staff training was CPR/AED certification. Attended COSLA as a 

representative of the State of Wisconsin. Another contingent is heading to DC next week as part 

of Library Legislative Day at the national level. They will be advocating to keep the IMLS agency 

open.  

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – No meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – No meeting. 

 

6. Old Business – Board Recruitment – Three board members are ending their respective terms as 

of 6/30/2025. The School District of Beloit representative is finishing a 3-year term effective 

June 30, 2025. The school district appoints this person who is then approved through the City 
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Council. The City of Beloit representative serves a one-year term as the City Council has a 

reorganization meeting in April. Nick is providing tours for 3 individuals. If any board member 

knows of someone who may be interested in serving on the board, send the contact information 

to Nick.  

 

7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Keraka moved to approve 

the February monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $107,708.43 and the 

Blender Café bills totaling $15,155.52. Girdler seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka reported that she is serving as the 

Secretary for 2025-2027. Three new board members joined: Jennifer Kodl, Therese 

Oldenburg, and Jody Thurston. Donor Appreciation event is being planned. The 

board is starting an award to be handed out at the annual donor appreciation event. 

This year will be the Bookleggers Program. The board approved a Gift Acceptance 

Policy. Next meeting is April 9, 2025 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Dimassis reported that FABL is moving to their new 

room. Laatz reported that the next big book sale is April 10-12. Next meeting is the 

annual meeting on May 12, 2025. 

c. School District Representative – No report. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported that President Leavy presented the 

State of the City address. Eric Miller, City Finance Director, presented the city’s 

finances. The city continues to have an excellent rating of AA-. The Public Service 

Commission is increasing activity at the power plant which will have a negative 

effect on Beloit’s water and air quality. The city has a plan to be carbon neutral by 

2040 and these events will have an impact on achieving that goal.  

 

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – None. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – J. Elliott moved to adjourn. Magnus seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:48 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


