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Wednesday, February 19, 2025 

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI 

Library Board Room 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence 

Haley, Gerardine Heim, Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh. 

Members online: None 

Members absent: None. 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Wyatt Ditzler, and Amy Mitchell. 

 

2. Presentation – Dr. Willie Garrison – Dr. Garrison presented on the upcoming School District of 

Beloit operational referendum.  

 

3. Approval of January 15, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Magnus moved to approve the 

January 15, 2025 Library Board meeting minutes. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried 

(9-0). 

 

4. Public Comment – None 

 

5. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. Heim 

inquired about the monthly promotion to solicit patron feedback as written in the report. 

Mitchell explained the program has incentives for patrons providing us feedback. The feedback 

will help us grow stronger and be able to share positive stories. 

 

6. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – No meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – No meeting. 

 

7. Old Business – Haley mentioned the upcoming vacancies on the Library Board and encouraged 

board members to think of others in the community who may be interested in serving on the 

Library Board.  
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8. New Business -   

a. Discussion and action on 2024 Annual Report – Blakeley moved to approve the 2024 annual 

report as presented with the board indicating the Prairie Lakes Library System did provide 

effective leadership and adequately meet the needs of the library. R. Elliot seconded the 

motion. Motion Carried (9-0). 

b. Discussion and action on 2024 Library and Blender Café Unaudited Financial Reports – 

Haley moved to approve the 2024 unaudited financial reports as presented with the net 

surplus of $2,833.31 to be transferred to the Unrestricted Fund Balance. Peterson-Droogh 

seconded the motion. Motion Carried (9-0). 

c. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Keraka moved to approve 

the December 2024 and January 2025 monthly financials and bills with the library bills 

totaling $47,792.95 and $33,125.09, respectively. The Blender Café bills totaling $1,419.45 

and $48.50 respectively. Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (9-0). 

 

9. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Meeting cancelled due to weather. Rescheduled 

for March 12, 2025. 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Next meeting is March 12, 2025. 

c. School District Representative – No report. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported that the Council received a 

presentation from Visit Beloit on their historic preservation activities. There is a 

meeting by the Department of Transportation on 2/20 at 5:00 pm at the library 

regarding a possible roundabout at the intersection of Milwaukee Ave. and White 

Ave.  

 

10. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – None. 

 

11. Motion to Adjourn – R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Haley seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:14 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


