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beloit public library

Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, November 20, 2024
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — Vice President Keraka called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence
Haley, Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh.

Members online: None

Members absent: Gerardine Heim

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Special guest City Manager Jerry Gabrielatos gave a very brief update on the planning study for a
possible future police department at the request of City Councilor Sherry Blakeley.

3. Approval of Consent Agenda - Haley moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of the
October 16, 2024 Library Board meeting minutes and the October 18, 2024 Personnel
Committee meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

4. Public Comment — None

5. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. DeVries
went over the statistics report. Laatz presented the Business Manager portion of Trustee
Orientation.

6. Committees:
a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — Next meeting will be scheduled for week of December 9th.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

7. 0Old Business — None
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8. New Business -
Discussion and action on 2025 Library and Blender Café Budgets — Peterson-Droogh moved
to approve the 2025 Library and Blender Café budgets with a 4% COLA and merit and

a.
b.
C.
9. Reports:
a.
C.
d.

longevity increases as earned for library employees. Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion
Carried (8-0).

Discussion and action on 2025 Payroll and Recurring Expenses Authorization - R. Elliott
moved to approve authorization for the City of Beloit to process the 2025 payroll and
recurring expenses as required. Haley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — J. Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $42,446.31 and Blender Café
bills totaling $702.32. Peterson-Droogh seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

Beloit Public Library Foundation — No meeting. Next meeting is December 11, 2024.
Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Magnus reported that the warehouse book sale
brought in about $1500, and the group sold 80% of the books available at the event.
Library presented its 2025 programming requests. The board will hold a special
meeting in December to discuss the library requests. Next meeting is January 8,
2025.

School District Representative — R. Elliott reported on the recently released school
district report cards for Wisconsin. The School District of Beloit’s report card showed
improvements.

City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on a proclamation for 11/23
becoming Marc Perry Day. Beloit College library opening. Resolution between Town
of Beloit and City of Beloit for shared services. Final approval of the Ho-Chunk
casino.

10. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — J. Elliott reported on the upcoming Community Feast

11.

12.

Submitted by:

at New Life Ministries on 11/23. Blakeley reported on the USS Beloit Commissioning on 11/23.

Closed Session - Motion to adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes

19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data

of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises

responsibility specifically for the purpose of the 2024 Library Director performance evaluation.

The board will not reconvene in open session. The board will adjourn from closed session.

Haley moved to postpone the closed session to the December 18, 2024 meeting. R. Elliott

seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

Motion to Adjourn — R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Peterson-Droogh seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 7:31 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, December 18, 2024

Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
November 20, 2024, Approved December 18, 2024

“Making a great city even greater.”



Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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