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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024 

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI 

Library Board Room 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence 

Haley, Gerardine Heim, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: None 

Members absent: Joshua Peterson-Droogh 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, Amy Mitchell, and Wyatt Ditzler. 

 

2. Approval of September 18, 2024 meeting minutes – Haley moved to approve the September 18, 

2024 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (8-0). 

 

3. Public Comment – None 

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. 

Dimassis reported on receiving the $3.9 million grant from the Wisconsin Department of 

Administration along with $500,000 from Rock County. Secretary Blumenfeld from Wisconsin 

Department of Administration will be at the library on Friday, October 18 at 11:30 for a tour of 

the library. The BPL Foundation is continuing with its task force and capital campaign.  

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – Next meeting is 10/18/24. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – No meeting. 

 

6. Old Business – 

a. Discussion and Action on Animals in the Library Policy – Blakeley moved to approve the 

Animals in the Library Policy as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried 

(8-0). 
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7. New Business -   

a. Discussion and action on 2025 Holiday Schedule – R. Elliott moved to approve the 2025 

Holiday Schedule as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Keraka moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $43,502.27 and Blender Café 

bills totaling $1,075.07. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka reported that the board discussed the 

messaging for the capital campaign for Discovery PLAYce as we need to continue to 

raise funds for sustainability. The board approved the 2025 Library Requests. On 

October 31, Civics Academy on school report cards. The library is the perfect venue 

for this programming as it is neutral ground. The board approved 3 more months of 

The Sweeney Group services for capital campaign planning. Next meeting is 

December 11, 2024. 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – No meeting. Next meeting is November 13, 2024. 

c. School District Representative – Elliott reported that 121 Wisconsin school districts 

are bringing 136 questions to this next election. In 2024, 50% of school districts have 

brought referendums to the voters. The school district has 13 student teachers.  

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley provided copies of the City of Beloit Strategic 

Plan and upcoming budget considerations as the council works through this plan. 

 

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – R. Elliott reminded everyone to vote. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Haley seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:53 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


