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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, September 18, 2024
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Heim called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence Haley (dep. 7:00
pm), and Elizabeth Magnus.

Members online: None

Members absent: Rachelle Elliott, Jamie Keraka, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Approval of consent agenda — Haley moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of August
21, 2024 Library Board meeting minutes, September 9, 2024 Budget and Facilities Committee
meeting minutes, and September 10, 2024 Personnel Committee meeting minutes as presented.
Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. From
the report, Dimassis highlighted the recent tours at the library, the media attention for the
Zoozort program, the hosting of the inaugural Stateline Nonprofit Summit with Beloit Cares,
Wings of Fire book discussion, Summer Reading Program ending with 412 participants, Blender
refresh and the hiring of six Lincoln Academy scholars, staff participation in the Stateline YMCA’s
Corporate Cup, and the Ryan Dowd webinar on Service Animals. Dimassis introduced Emily
Olaguez, BMHS Intern and Hrishikesh Atul Chavan, Beloit College Intern.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — Committee met September 9. J. Elliott provided a
thorough walkthrough of the more significant changes from 2024 to 2025.

b. Personnel Committee — Committee met September 10™. Haley reported that the
committee discussed the review process, and they will again perform a 360-degree
evaluation with surveys going out to the same groups as last year.

c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.
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6. Old Business —
a. Library Board Training — Review of Library Website — Laatz walked through the library
website sharing the many events, resources, and going over the resources specific to library
board trustees.

7. New Business -

a. Affirmation of American Library Association (ALA) Library Bill of Rights - Blakeley moved to
affirm the ALA Library Bill of Rights. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

b. Affirmation of American Library Association (ALA) Library Code of Ethics — Haley moved to
affirm the ALA Library Code of Ethics. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

c. Discussion and Action on Dangerous Weapons Policy — Magnus moved to approve the
Dangerous Weapons Policy as presented. Haley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

d. Discussion and Action of Animals in the Library Policy — Haley moved to postpone until the
October meeting for legal review. Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

e. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills —J. Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $71,340.87 and Blender Café
bills totaling $853.96. seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

8. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — No meeting. Next meeting is October 9, 2024.
Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Magnus reported that the next warehouse book
sale is October 17-19, 2024 in the Library Community Room.

c. School District Representative — No report. Check out the school district website at
https://www.sdb.k12.wi.us/

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on the 9/19 casual forum with Eric
Boynton, Jerry Gabrielatos, and Dr. Willie Garrison. The event will be held at Dida’s
from 5:30 — 7:00 pm. On September 21, there will be a peace vigil at the corner of
White and Riverside from 9:30 am — 10:30 am. This event is part of the Wisconsin
Peace Initiative Program.

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — Dimassis reported on some upcoming events:
a. 9/21/24 —10:00 am — Volunteer Breakfast at BPL — all board members invited.
b. 9/21/24 -12:00 pm — 3:00 pm — USS Beloit Community Picnic at ABC Supply Stadium.
The commissioning scheduled for November 2" has been postponed.
c. 10/2/24 —the first Know Your Local Government (KYLG) presenter. This series has been
rebranded to a civic academy combining the library’s KYLG series and the city’s academy this
past spring. The first presenter is Jerry Gabrielatos on 10/2/24 at Noon.
d. 10/17/24 —7:00 pm — Beloit Hometown Stories premier. Presented by PBS. Held at the
Eclipse Center.
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10. Motion to Adjourn —J. Elliott moved to adjourn. Blakeley seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:12 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 16, 2024

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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