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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, August 21, 2024
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — Vice President Keraka called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth
Magnus, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh.

Members online: Florence Haley

Members absent: Jamarr Elliott and Gerardine Heim

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Approval of July 17, 2024 meeting minutes — Blakeley moved to approve the July 17, 2024
Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion.
Motion Carried (7-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In
addition, Dimassis reported on Wednesdays at the Library event hosting about 300 people. The
summer reading program has 334 participants with 2 weeks left in the program. Last year we
had 304 participants. The city, on behalf of the library, applied for a $3.9 million grant for
Discovery PLAYce. If the grant is received, the project will start moving forward. In the
meantime, A taskforce of community members has been established to answer the questions
that came out of the consultant interviews.

5. Committees:
a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business — None.
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7. New Business -

a. Library Board Training — Review of Library website — Postponed until September meeting.
b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — R. Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $69,797.81 and Blender Café

bills totaling $10,870.89. Peterson-Droogh seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

8. Reports:

a.

Beloit Public Library Foundation — Keraka and R. Elliott reported on new officers.
Kathy McCoy resigned from the board leaving a vacancy in the President position.
New officers are Jeff Adams — President, Curt Lansbery — Vice President, Mary
Kaminsky — Secretary and Acting Treasurer. The Foundation Board approved an
agreement with Wisconsin Policy Forum to provide a dashboard for the School
District of Beloit available on the library website as a community resource. This is an
expansion of the “Know Your Local Government” series the library has been hosting
for the last couple of years. Dimassis and Jeff Adams worked with Laura Grube
Beloit College, Dr. Willie Garrison, and Theresa Morateck, both from the School
District of Beloit. The data is all pulled directly from the Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction, which gets the data directly from the school district in required
annual reporting.

Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — No meeting. Next meeting is September 11, 2024
School District Representative — R. Elliott reported that the school district provided
22,319 free meals over the summer. The district is hosting monthly coffee
connections for community members to come in, enjoy some snacks, and ask
guestions or learn more about that month’s topic. They are currently in an
absenteeism campaign to get kids and keep kids in school.

City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on a proclamation for Overdose
Awareness Day with a walk to be held on 8/31. They received a presentation from
Dr. Willie Garrison, Superintendent of the School District of Beloit. They would like a
quarterly presentation. Casino groundbreaking in October.

9. Trustee Activities — Blakeley mentioned the 9/5 Ignite Business Summit at Irontek and the Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow night at the Castle on 8/24.

10. Motion to Adjourn —R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Peterson-Droogh seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz

Next meeting: Wednesday, September 18, 2024

Business Manager
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