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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024 

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI 

Library Board Room 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Haley called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence 

Haley, Gerardine Heim. Jamie Keraka, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh. 

Members online: Elizabeth Magnus 

Members absent: None 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Michael DeVries, and Amy Mitchell. 

 

2. Approval of June 19, 2024 meeting minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the June 19, 2024 

Library Board meeting minutes as presented. J. Elliott seconded the motion.  

Motion Carried (9-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None 

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In 

addition, Dimassis reported on how busy the library was today with all meeting spaces being 

used tonight. From the written report, Dimassis highlighted the Spanish for Kids program, the 

meetings with local journalists from the Beloit Daily News and WCLO, the healthy tension that 

continues with Hoopla and the system libraries, a couple of building repairs, the Flexible 

Facilities Program Grant, and the 2025 budget. Peterson-Droogh inquired about why we don’t 

use TikTok. Mitchell explained that we don’t have the staff, so we focus more on local 

connections through Facebook and Instagram. 

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting.  

b. Personnel Committee – No meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – No meeting. 

 

6. Old Business – None. 
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7. New Business -   

a. Election of Officers – J. Elliott nominated and moved for approval Heim for President. Heim 

accepted the nomination. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (9-0). Keraka 

agreed to continue serving as Vice President. Haley made the motion to approve Keraka as 

Vice President. Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (9-0). 

b. Committee Assignments –  

• BPL Foundation – R. Elliott, Keraka 

• FABL – Peterson-Droogh 

• Personnel – Heim, R. Elliott, Haley, Magnus 

• Budget & Facilities – Heim, J. Elliott, R. Elliott, Haley 

• Strategic Plan – Magnus, J. Elliott, Girdler, Heim, Peterson-Droogh 

Keraka moved to approve the committees as assigned. Heim seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (9-0). 

c. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Blakeley moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $36,327.41 and Blender Café 

bills totaling $491.87. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (9-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – No meeting. Next meeting is August 14, 2024. 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Heim reported that the next warehouse sale will be 

October 17-19. They have 4 new members to the group. Judy Robson has been 

posting to Facebook. In addition to the sale of books, FABL is also selling greeting 

cards and surprise bags. Next meeting is September 11, 2024 

c. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported that the high school will now 

have air conditioning. Hackett and Aldrich are both getting roof repairs. August 10th 

is a community health fair. Summer school finishes August 1st. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported that the council received a 

presentation about the Community Development Block Grant. The city has reached 

an agreement with Amazon. 

 

9. Trustee Activities – Peterson-Droogh reported that the Rock the Pride event will be August 10th 

at the Edwards Ice Arena. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – J. Elliott moved to adjourn. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:47 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


