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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, May 15, 2024
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Haley called the meeting to order at 7:14 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence
Haley, and Gerardine Heim.

Members online: None

Members absent: Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Joshua Peterson-Droogh.

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Amy Mitchell, and Wyatt Ditzler.

2. Approval April 17, 2024 meeting minutes — J. Elliott moved to approve the April 17, 2024 Library
Board meeting minutes as presented. Heim seconded the motion. Motion Carried (5-0-1 with
Blakeley abstaining).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In
addition to the written report, Dimassis highlighted the Celia Perez author’s visit as part of the
Bookquest program. The library had fourteen 3™ grade classrooms visit the library the first week
of May as part of the Bookleggers program. Dimassis reported on staff milestones...Hana
Fadness graduated Summa Cum Laude from Rockford University with a BA in English; Maria
Moreno graduated from UW-Whitewater Rock County with an associate degree in marketing.
Cathy Fernan and Julie Watson are both retiring from the library at the end of May.

5. Committees:
a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business — None.
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7. New Business -
a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $58,144.76 and Blender Café
bills totaling $1,786.81. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

8. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — No meeting. Next meeting is June 12, 2024.

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — No meeting. The annual meeting is being held May
15, 2024 and the next meeting is July 10, 2024.

c. School District Representative — R. Elliott reported on a new college program called
direct admit. It is graduation season.

d. City Council Representative — Blakeley reported that the city has $6 million dollars
to spend as part of the TIF. They have 4 groups that will be presenting their requests
for those funds. DPW will be at the Farmer’s Market, Saturday, May 18™. Family
Services had a groundbreaking for the Next Steps Family Resilience Center going
into the old Royce School. The city is holding a public input session for the City’s
Comprehensive Plan on Thursday, May 16™ at Beloit Public Library. Parks and
Recreation is asking for public input on playground equipment at four of the local
parks.

9. Trustee Activities — None

10. Motion to Adjourn — Blakeley moved to adjourn. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:28 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 19, 2024

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager

Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
May 15, 2024, Approved June 19, 2024

“Making a great city even greater.”



