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1. Call to order and roll call – President Haley called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM.  

 

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Alissa Girdler, Florence 

Haley, Geri Heim, Jamie Keraka (arr. 6:20), and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: None. 

Members absent: Joshua Peterson-Droogh 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, and Michael DeVries. 

 

2. Approval of February 21, 2024 meeting minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the February 21, 

2024 Library Board meeting minutes. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None 

 

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In 

addition to the written report, Dimassis was congratulated on winning the Laurence Raymer 

Headliner Award at the Greater Beloit Chamber of Commerce annual meeting. Dimassis 

presented at a Society for Learning Unlimited (SLU) session on Library Censorship. It was very 

well received with many questions. 

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – No meeting.  

b. Personnel Committee – No meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – Met prior to this meeting. Committee member J. Elliott 

requested the staff work on a summary of the strategic plan implementation projects 

that will be easier to understand and explain to others. Staff will work on a summary 

report. 

 

6. Old Business – None. 

 

7. New Business -   
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a. Discussion and Action on Appropriate Dress Policy – R. Elliott moved to approve the 

Appropriate Dress Policy as presented. Heim seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

b. Discussion and Action on Materials Reconsideration Policy – Blakeley moved to approve 

the Materials Reconsideration Policy as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (8-0). 

c. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – R. Elliott moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling $60,821.22 and Blender Café 

bills totaling $1,271.23. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

 

8. Reports: 

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation – No meeting. Next meeting is April 10, 2024 

b. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Heim reported that the large book sale is starting 

3/21/24 through 3/23/24. They had $1300 in lobby sales in February. Next meeting 

is the annual meeting on May 15, 2024 at 7:00 pm in the Riverside Room. 

c. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported that there will be a mental health 

fair held at Fruzen on 3/21/24. There are several referendum meetings being held to 

inform the public about the district’s needs. 

d. City Council Representative – Blakeley handed out the City’s Strategic Plan booklet. 

Reported on Summit Park being renamed to Regina Dunkin Park. The council is 

holding neighborhood revitalization meetings and TIF District meetings. Several 

proclamations were read. The city is doing a space needs study for the PD. Bus fares 

will be waived on election days. Remember to vote on April 2nd. 

 

9. Trustee Activities – None. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – Girdler moved to adjourn. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:22 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, April 17, 2024 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


