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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, February 21, 2024

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Haley called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Florence Haley, Jamie
Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Josh Peterson-Droogh.

Members online: None.

Members absent: Gerardine Heim

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Amy Mithcell, Wyatt Ditzler, and Michael DeVries.

2. Approval of January 17, 2024 meeting minutes — J. Elliott moved to approve the January 17,
2024 Library Board meeting minutes. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0 with
Blakeley abstaining).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In
addition to the written report, Dimassis updated on the Know Your Local Government program
series and the Discovery PLAYce campaign. Campaign Consultant Jodi Sweeney held 3 days of
interviews with community members as part of the Community Readiness process.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — No meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business — None.

7. New Business -

a. Discussion and Action on 2023 Annual Report — Magnus moved to approve the 2023
Annual as presented including the statement concerning public library system effectiveness
indicating the Prairie Lakes Library System did provide effective leadership and adequately
met the needs of the library. Blakeley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).
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b. Discussion and Action on 2023 Library and Blender Unaudited Financials — Keraka moved
to approve the 2023 unaudited financial reports as presented with the net funds of
$101,758.19 to be transferred from the Unrestricted Fund Balance to cover the yearend
shortfall. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

c. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $54,568.65 and
Blender Café bills totaling $3,699.58. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

8. Reports:

a.

Beloit Public Library Foundation — R. Elliott reported that Ken Forbeck and Todd
James resigned. Kathy McCoy is the new President. The board voted to change to bi-
monthly meetings. Next meeting is April 10, 2024

Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Did not meet. Next meeting is March 13, 2024.
School District Representative — R. Elliott reported on Beloit Jazz Orchestra is once
again going to New York for Essentially Ellington. Winter sports season is winding
down. Spring sports seasons are ramping up along with productions, concerts, and
field trips. There are community listening sessions happening over the next month
regarding the April 2" referendum vote. Staff are starting to plan summer school.
Registration will begin toward the end of April. March 11 -14 is National Civic
Engagement week.

City Council Representative — Blakeley reported that the council presented a couple
of proclamations for Black History Month and Black Herstory Month. The council is
currently reviewing ARPA Applications. The city is hosting two community meetings:
Hackett neighborhood on 3/7 at Beloit Historical Society and Merrill neighborhood
on 3/11 at Merrill Community Center. Both meetings are 6-8 pm. DPW continues
repairs to the retaining wall at Big Hill Park. Read the Beloit Daily News as Drew
Pennington has new grant funding opportunities for westside businesses.

9. Trustee Activities — BIFF is in April.

10. Motion to Adjourn —R. Elliott moved to adjourn. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:18 PM.

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 20, 2024

Business Manager
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