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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, January 17, 2024

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI
Library Board Room

1. Callto order and roll call — President Haley called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.

Members present: Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Florence Haley, Gerardine Heim, Jamie
Keraka, Elizabeth Magnus, and Josh Peterson-Droogh (arr. 6:07).

Members online: None.

Members absent: Sherry Blakeley

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske,
Kim Huber, Amy Mithcell, Wyatt Ditzler, and Michael DeVries.

2. Approval of Consent Agenda — Magnus moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of the
December 20, 2023 Library Board meeting minutes, December 18, 2023 Personnel Committee
meeting minutes, and the January 3, 2024 Personnel Committee meeting minutes. Keraka
seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

3. Public Comment — None

4. Library Director and BPL Activity Report — Dimassis and team prepared a written report. In
addition to the written report, Dimassis updated on the Know Your Local Government program
series. The library stayed open this past week during the winter storms serving as a warming
center. In addition, eight families and assorted pets stayed at the library during the evacuation
of the local neighborhood due to the fire at 1515 Yates and subsequent gas outage.

5. Committees:
a. Budget/Facilities Committee — No meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — R. Elliott reported that the committee met with Nick on January
3" and will be discussing more in the Closed Session.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — No meeting.

6. Old Business — None.
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7. New Business -
a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Keraka moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $100,458.85 and
Blender Café bills totaling $37,288.85. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

8. Closed Session: Motion to adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes
19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation
data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises
responsibility specifically for the purpose of the 2023 Library Director performance evaluation.

R. Elliott moved to adjourn to Closed Session. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-
0). The board entered closed session at 6:30 pm.

Magnus moved to adjourn the closed session and return to open session. Peterson-Droogh
seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0). The board returned to open session at 7:00 pm.

9. Approval of Library Director 2023 Performance Evaluation — Keraka moved to approve the 2023
Library Director Performance Evaluation with a 1% merit increase. Peterson-Droogh seconded
the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

10. Reports:

a. Beloit Public Library Foundation — Did not meet. Next meeting is February 14, 2024
Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Heim reported that FABL approved the library
requests for 2024. Judy Robson is doing the Facebook page for the group. Annual
meeting is May 15. The group sold 105 Christmas Mugs this year and all were very
impressed with the holiday display. Next meeting is March 13, 2024.

c. School District Representative — R. Elliott reported on the MLK Day event at the
Eclipse Center and HBCU'’s, Career Fair, and Go Fan electronic ticketing for school
sporting events.

d. City Council Representative — no report.

11. Trustee Activities — None.

12. Motion to Adjourn —R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Peterson-Droogh seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, February 21, 2024

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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