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1. Call to order and roll call – Vice President Keraka called the meeting to order at 6:12 PM.  

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Florence Haley (arr. 6:17), 

Gerardine Heim, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: Joshua Peterson-Droogh. 

Members absent: Juan Carlos DeSalas. 

Also present: Leadership Team Members: Nick Dimassis, Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, 

Kim Huber, Amy Mitchell, Michael DeVries, and Lisa Ingalls. 

 

2. Welcome New Board Member – Gerardine “Geri” Heim 

 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda - Magnus moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of 

August 16, 2023 Library Board minutes and September 14, 2023 Budget and Facilities 

Committee meeting minutes as presented. Haley seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).  

 

4. Public Comment – None 

 

5. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report – Dimassis and team prepared a written 

report.   Dimassis highlighted the Volunteer Breakfast held on September 9, new 

season of 4th Wednesday Book Discussion, fall program brochure, and the tour of 

Beloit Historical Society. 

b. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka and R. Elliott reported that the Foundation 

continued discussion on Discovery PLAYce. Dimassis added that the Foundation 

received the completed Belmark study and voted to interview some campaign 

consultants with the intention to hire one at the October meeting. Next meeting is 

October 11, 2023. 

c. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – No meeting. Next meeting is November 8, 2023. 

d. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported on upcoming homecoming 

activities, Hispanic Heritage Month celebration September 23 11-4 in Riverside Park. 

SDB Make 48 Team is advancing. 

e. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported on City Council activities. City 

Council meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays of every month. They are currently moving 

into the Strategic Plan process. 
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6. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – Haley reported the Laatz provided a thorough report on 

the proposed budget for 2024 and it is balanced. Dimassis reported on Discovery PLAYce 

and some alternates of other spaces that would be beneficial to the community that are 

not directly related to Discovery PLAYce.  

b. Personnel Committee – no meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – no meeting. 

 

7. Old Business  

a. Committee Assignments – Laatz reported at the last meeting, the board agreed to keep 

committee assignments the same. There is still one vacancy for the FABL Liaison, and we 

need to appoint new members to committees. Heim agreed to serve as the FABL 

Liaison.  

 

8. New Business -   

a. Affirmation of American Library Association Library Bill of Rights – Blakeley made a motion 

to affirm the American Library Association Library Bill of Rights. R. Elliott seconded the 

motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

b. Affirmation of American Library Association Code of Ethics - Blakeley moved to affirm the 

American Library Association Code of Ethics. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried 

(8-0). 

c. Discussion and action on Discovery PLAYce and Alternates – R. Elliott moved to approve 

changes to the facility that these projects require contingent upon capital dollars being 

raised and operational dollars being accounted for. Haley seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (8-0). 

d. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – R. Elliott moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $51,164.06 and 

Blender Café bills totaling $1,678.80. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0). 

 

9. Trustee Activities – R. Elliott reminded the board about the Hispanic Heritage Month celebration 

on 9/23 from 11-4 at Riverside Park. Keraka mentioned the upcoming Hendricks Commercial 

Properties and Geronimo Back the Badge event. Blakeley mentioned the last Fridays in the Park 

is this Friday, 9/23. Farmer’s Market continues through the last Saturday in October. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – Haley moved to adjourn. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:24 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


