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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, July 19, 2023
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI

1. Callto order and roll call — President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM.

Members present: Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Florence Haley, Jamie Keraka, and Joshua
Peterson-Droogh.

Members online: Sherry Blakeley.

Members absent: Juan Carlos DeSalas and Elizabeth Magnus

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis, Lisa Ingalls, BPLF Executive Director and
Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, Jessica Graminske, Kim Huber, Amy Mitchell, and
Michael DeVries.

2. Approval of the June 21, 2023 minutes — J. Elliott moved to approve the June 21, 2023 Library
Board meeting minutes as presented. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

3. Public Comment — Sandy Kallas commented on the changes to Hoopla.

4. Reports:

a.

Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report
highlighting and adding the follow: Summer reading club going strong; we hosted 2
interns this summer; Tia Boardman is a marketing intern and Claudia Murray is our
BMHS intern for the Department of Public Instruction grant.

e BPL Foundation Investment Fund Presentation — Lisa Ingalls provided a
presentation on the history of the investment account for the
Foundation.

Beloit Public Library Foundation — Keraka reported that the Foundation did not
receive the Sharon Darling grant. There were 6500 applicants nationwide. The
Foundation is now applying for the local Ecolab grant. A soft appeal went out in June
with some donations coming in from that appeal. Next meeting is August 9, 2023.
Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — No report. Next meeting is September 13, 2023.
School District Representative — R. Elliott reported that there are 2 weeks left of
summer school. Received a grant for a walking school bus. Registration for the
2023/2024 school year is open. Check out the SDB website for information on
summer events happening at each school.

City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on City Council activities. The
Council no longer requires an exact street address for public comment to allow for
greater privacy. The City Manager worked to get a race and equity program. City
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admin applied to be part of a national group and received approval this week. Dave
Luebke passed away. There will be a big event at BMHS auditorium on July 20 from
3-6.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — no meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — no meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — no meeting.

6. Old Business

7. New Business -

a. Election of Officers — J. Elliott nominated Keraka as President. R. Elliott seconded the
motion. Keraka declined the nomination. No other nominations were brought forward.
Peterson Droogh made a motion to table for 1 month. R. Elliott seconded the motion.
Motion Carried (6-0).

b. Approval of Committee Appointments — Peterson-Droogh made a motion to table for 1
month. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

c. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — R. Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $45,643.64 and
Blender Café bills totaling $1,126.04. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

8. Trustee Activities — Hendricks Commercial Properties and Geronimo are having a golf outing to
support local first responders on August 14. Family Promise is having a golf outing coming up.
Rock County Jumpstart Pitch Night was a great success. The Lincoln Academy is hosting Make 48
August 11-13.

9. Motion to Adjourn —R. Elliott moved to adjourn. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, August 16, 2023

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz
Business Manager
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