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1. Call to order and roll call – President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Florence Haley, Jamie Keraka, and 

Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: Rachelle Elliott. 

Members absent: Juan Carlos DeSalas. 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, 

Jessica Graminske, Kim Huber, Wyatt Ditzler and Michael DeVries. 

 

2. Approval of the April 19, 2023 minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the April 17, 2023 Library 

Board meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None. 

 

4. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report adding 

that he and City Manager Gabrielatos went to the Capitol on May 9th.  They visited 

all 4 of the legislator’s offices with 3 of the 4 legislators available for introductions. 

b. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka reported that Mark Rand spoke on the 

capital campaign that the Boys and Girls Club recently went through. The board had 

the opportunity to ask questions and learn about their process. Next meeting is June 

14, 2023. 

c. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Magnus reported that the board held its annual 

meeting on May 9, 2023 with author Greg Peck presenting. Officers for 2023/2024 

are President – Karen Arft; Vice President – Kay Clark; Secretary – Pat Krause; 

Treasurer – Pat Blum. Next meeting is July 12, 2023. 

d. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported on awards, scholarships, and 

Teacher Appreciation Week. It is Graduation season. 

e. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported on City Council activities. They 

presented many proclamations at their last meeting, set limitations & restrictions on 

Class A liquor licenses. ARPA funding designations are coming to a close. 
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5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – no meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – no meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – no meeting. 

 

6. Old Business  

  

7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Magnus moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $44,834.48 and 

Blender Café bills totaling $19,238.51. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0). 

 

8. Trustee Activities – Haley mentioned the Rock County Jumpstart Pitch Night on July 18th. 

Magnus mentioned the Stateline Community Foundation’s talk by Quint Studer on building a 

brain on June 21st 7:30 am – 9:00 am at the Eclipse Center. Blakeley mentioned June 21st is Make 

Music Day. 

 

9. Motion to Adjourn – J. Elliott moved to adjourn. Blakeley seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:08 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 17, 2023 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


