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1. Call to order and roll call – President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Juan Carlos De Salas, Jamarr Elliott, Florence Haley, 

Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: None. 

Members absent: Rachelle Elliott. 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, 

Jessica Graminske, Kim Huber, and Michael DeVries. 

 

2. Approval of the March 15, 2023 minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the March 15, 2023 

Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-

0).  

 

3. Public Comment – Gary Witzack and Suzanne Parr commented on the lack of available phonics 

DVDs available to library patrons.  

 

4. Presentation: Duffy Scholar – Tiffany Pineda – Pineda presented on her Duffy Scholar work this 

past semester.  

 

5. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report and 

highlighted the recent Bookquest and Roy Chapman Andrews Society events this 

past Friday. 

b. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Keraka reported that all bank accounts are now 

closed at BMO and all with Blackhawk Bank. The Foundation received noticed that 

Blackhawk Bank will now be First Mid Banc. They are giving a year to see if First Mid 

Banc will be a strong supporter of the Beloit Community. The Foundation will be 

listed on the Thrivent Choice list of organizations their clients can donate to. The 

Discovery PLAYce co-chairs will be looking at establishing committees as the 

planning continues to move forward. Next meeting is May 10, 2023. 

c. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Magnus reported that the board held a special 

meeting to approve By-Laws. Next meeting is the annual meeting on May 9, 2023 at 

7:00 pm. 

d. School District Representative – No report. 
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e. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported on the National Library Week 

proclamation. City Council passed a resolution on No Mow May. Residents wishing 

to participate must register with the city and receive a sign to place in their yard. 

 

6. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – no meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – no meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – no meeting. 

 

7. Old Business  

  

8. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Magnus moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $94,352.25 and 

Blender Café bills totaling $301.60. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0). 

 

9. Trustee Activities – Haley mentioned the Lt. Governors Small Business Academy being held May 

2-4 virtually and May 5th in person at the library. Blakeley mentioned the BIFF year-round 

movies on Wednesday nights at Downtown Beloit Association. Haley mentioned the 

documentary Who We Are showing on Netflix. Keraka mentioned the library program April 20th 

– Bottoms Up being held at CheezHeads. 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – J. Elliott moved to adjourn. Blakeley seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:20 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 17, 2023 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz 

Business Manager 


