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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, March 15, 2023
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI

1. Callto order and roll call — President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.
Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Juan Carlos De Salas, Jamarr Elliott, Florence Haley,
Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus.

Members online: Rachelle Elliott

Members absent: None.

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz,
Jessica Graminske, Kim Huber, Wyatt Ditzler, Michael DeVries, and Amy Mitchell. BPL
Foundation Executive Director, Lisa Ingalls. Discovery PLAYce co-chairs Kathy McCoy and
Kathy Hendricks.

2. Approval of the Consent Agenda - Magnus moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of
the February 15, 2023 Library Board meeting minutes and the February 13, 2023 Personnel
Committee meeting minutes as presented. Keraka seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

3. Public Comment — None.

4. Reports:

a.

Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report. In
addition to the written report, Dimassis reported on the amazing day at the Library
this past Saturday due to in part the FABL Warehouse Booksale.

Beloit Public Library Foundation — Keraka reported that the Foundation Board
through Lisa Ingalls will be looking at how to engage and reach out to younger
donors. They are planning to have 2 appeals per year and hoping to change to
mostly electronic. Dimassis presented the same Discovery PLAYce presentation as
the Library Board will see later on the agenda. Next meeting is April 12, 2023.
Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Magnus reported on the Warehouse Booksale with
sales of $2, 083.25. The FABL board also saw the Discovery PLAYce presentation.
Next meeting is the annual meeting on May 9, 2023 at 7:00 pm.

School District Representative — R. Elliott reported that the school district website
has updated referendum information and some early renderings on some of the
views. The school Facebook page is highlighting art awards.

City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on the Irontek Spine plans to
expand space and the MOU between City of Beloit and Beloit College regarding
Impact Beloit project.
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Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — no meeting.
b. Personnel Committee — no meeting.
c. Strategic Plan Committee — no meeting.

Old Business —

a. Discovery PLAYce presentation — Dimassis along with co-chairs Kathy McCoy and Kathy
Hendricks, presented an update on Discovery PLAYce and the plan to incorporate “The
Basics” (more information at TheBasics.org). The consensus of the board was to continue
moving forward with getting costs for the plan.

New Business -

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Blakeley moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $99,602.15 and
Blender Café bills totaling $14,821.61. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0).

Trustee Activities — Magnus mentioned the upcoming Women’s Fund Annual Luncheon to be
held on May 11", The program will be on housing and homelessness in the Stateline Area.
Blakeley mentioned an upcoming meeting on the White Ave. and Milwaukee Rd. redesign.
Motion to Adjourn —J. Elliott moved to adjourn. De Salas seconded the motion. Meeting

adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, April 19, 2023

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz

Business Manager
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