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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Virtual 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – Vice President Elizabeth Magnus called the meeting to order at 6:00 

PM.  

Members present: None. 

Members online: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Jamie Keraka, Elizabeth 

Magnus, Florence Haley (arr. 6:10), Gloria Heiss (arr. 6:17) 

Member absent: Juan Carlos De Salas and Betty Barnett. 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, 

Michael DeVries, Jessica Graminske, Wyatt Ditzler, and Kim Huber. 

 

2. Approval of the consent agenda – R. Elliott moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of 

November 16, 2022 Library Board meeting minutes, November 15, 2022 Budget Committee 

meeting minutes, and November 15, 2022 Strategic Plan Committee meeting minutes. Keraka 

seconded the motion. Motion Carried (5-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None. 

 

4. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report. In 

addition to the written report, Dimassis reported on the Know Your Local 

Government program series, Donkey Hodie exhibit 12/27/22 – 1/7/23, Los Posadas 

program partnership, Anti-Harassment training for staff, and the partnership with 

Legal Action Wisconsin.  

b. Arrowhead Library System (ALS) – Blakeley reported that this was a historic meeting 

in that it was the last meeting of the Arrowhead Library System Board. The merger is 

set to take place January 1, 2023 with the new Prairie Lakes Library System. 

c. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Heiss reported that the Library Foundation 

approved 2023 library requests except for a request for funding for a mural. The 

board approved the contract for a new Executive Director, Lisa Ingalls. The 2022 

audit was approved with Sitzberger CPAs 

d. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Magnus reported that the FABL board did not meet 

but they did hold a special meeting to discuss the 2023 Library requests. 

e. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported that there are lots of winter 

concerts and assemblies happening. Superintendent Garrison is getting around 
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through the district. He has had a strong start with lots of tasks. School Board 

approved putting a referendum forward. 

f. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported the council presented a 

Proclamation for volunteers with Haley and J. Elliott in attendance from the Library 

Board. There was a public comment regarding an ordinance about alcohol at the 

cinema. City Manager search continuing with interview in early January. 

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – no meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – no meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – no meeting. 

 

6. Old Business –  

a. None 

 

7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Blakeley moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $51,865.31 and 

Blender Café bills totaling $7,485.17. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0). 

 

8. Trustee Activities – Blakeley – MLK Celebration 1/14/23 at Blackhawk Technical College 2:00 pm; 

Haley – Rock County Jumpstart pitch night 1/19/23 at Beloit Public Library 5:00 – 7:30 pm 

 

9. Motion to Adjourn – Blakeley moved to adjourn. Keraka seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager 


