
 

Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 
January 18, 2023, Approved February 15, 2023 

“Making a great city even greater.” 

Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 

605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott, Florence Haley, Gloria 

Heiss, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus. 

Members online: None. 

Member absent: Juan Carlos De Salas and Betty Barnett. 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jessica 

Graminske, Kim Huber, and Amy Mitchell. 

 

2. Approval of the December 21, 2022 meeting minutes – Blakeley moved to approve the 

December 18, 2022 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Heiss seconded the motion. 

Motion Carried (7-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None. 

 

4. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report. In 

addition to the written report, Dimassis reported on the Know Your Local 

Government program series and Donkey Hodie exhibit 12/27/22 – 1/7/23 was a 

success. Dimassis attended the Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast at the Eclipse 

Center followed by the Concerned Black Citizens Group MLK event held at BPL. Hana 

Ferguson is the new YA programmer at the library. A presentation on Discovery 

PLAYce is upcoming as well as a state of the library report in the next few months. 

b. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Heiss reported that Lisa Ingalls started as the 

Executive Director of the Foundation in January. Foundation did not meet in 

January. Next meeting is February 8, 2023. 

c. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – The FABL board approved the library’s budget 

requests as presented. The Library Board needs a liaison to FABL. Haley is filling that 

role at the moment. Next meeting is March 8, 2023. 

d. School District Representative – R. Elliott reported that the school district will have a 

referendum question on the ballot. Superintendent Willie Garrison and Monica 

Kryzstopa will be at the February meeting for the Library Board. Reconfiguring 

grades and schools for next school year. 
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e. City Council Representative – Blakeley reported that new City Manager Jerry 

Gabrielatos will be starting no later than March 1st. Beloit Cinema received approval 

from City Council to serve beer.  

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – no meeting. 

b. Personnel Committee – no meeting. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – no meeting. 

 

6. Old Business –  

a. None 

 

7. New Business -   

a. Harassment, Discrimination, and Retaliation Policy – Magnus moved to approve the policy 

as presented. Heiss seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0). 

b. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Blakeley moved to approve 

the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $55,995.30 and 

Blender Café bills totaling $7,847.61. R. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion Carried (7-0). 

 

8. Trustee Activities – Blakeley – MLK Celebration 1/14/23 at Blackhawk Technical College 2:00 pm; 

Haley – Rock County Jumpstart pitch night 1/19/23 at Beloit Public Library 5:00 – 7:30 pm 

 

9. Motion to Adjourn – Heiss moved to adjourn. J. Elliott seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned 

at 6:50 PM. 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, February 15, 2023 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Jessica Graminske 


