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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, September 21, 2022
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, Wi 53511

1. Callto order and roll call — President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM.
Members present: Sherry Blakeley, Betty Barnett (arr. 6:30), Jamarr Elliott, Rachelle Elliott,
Florence Haley, Jamie Keraka, and Elizabeth Magnus.

Members online: Gloria Heiss (arr. 6:10)

Member absent: Juan Carlos De Salas
Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz,
Woyatt Ditzler, Michael DeVries, Jessica Graminske, and Amy Mitchell.

2. Welcome to our new board members — Jamarr Elliott and Jamie Keraka.

3. Approval of the Consent Agenda — R. Elliott moved to approve the August 17, 2022, Library
Board meeting minutes and the August 22, 2022, Personnel Committee meeting minutes as
presented. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried (6-0).

4.

5. Reports:
a.
b.
C.
d.

Public Comment — None.

Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report. In
addition to the written report, Dimassis reported on the new logo wear for staff,
Bookquest Kickoff Event 9/15 with author Darcy Miller going into the schools and an
event at the Library, Hispanic Heritage Month celebration on 9/17.

Arrowhead Library System (ALS) — Blakeley reported the board approved the
2022/2023 budget. The merger continues to move forward. The new Prairie Lakes
System will have a 7-member board. The merger will not affect operations but
should make services more efficient.

Beloit Public Library Foundation — Heiss reported that the board is expanding the
job description of the Director of Development to the Executive Director and
posting the vacancy. Moving bank accounts to Blackhawk Bank. Appeal letters going
out in November. Next meeting October 10, 2022.

Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Magnus reported book sales to date around
$16,000. The board approved additional funding for 2022. They will be selling
Christmas mugs again this year and are planning a big book sale in March. Next
meeting November 9, 2022.
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e. School District Representative — R. Elliott reported that they are celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month with an event at Riverside Park on 10/1. Homecoming week is
October 3™. There will be a public forum with the superintendent candidates on
9/27 and 9/28.

f.  City Council Representative — Blakeley reported that the council proclaimed 9/15 -
10/15 Hispanic Heritage Month. On 10/9 there is a fundraiser @ The Castle for
Families Fighting Addition. Approved an ordinance change that will allow smaller
homes including tiny homes in the city.

6. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — Did not meet.
Personnel Committee — Haley reported that the Personnel Committee continues to
work on the 2022 Library Director performance evaluation.

c. Strategic Plan Committee — Did not meet.

7. Old Business — None

8. New Business -

a.

Affirmation of American Library Association Library Bill of Rights — Signed by all board
members present.
Affirmation of American Library Association Library Code of Ethics — Signed by all board
members present.
Policies:

1. Materials Reconsideration Policy

2. Collection Development Policy

3. Staff Development Policy
Blakeley moved to approve the policies as presented. Heiss seconded the motion. Motion
Carried (6-0).
Discussion on increasing board involvement through a monthly volunteer activity — Heiss
discussed board members volunteering through Adopt-A-Shelf or at programs. Tabled to
next meeting.
Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — R. Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $48,364.48 and
Blender Café bills totaling $7,726.39. Heiss seconded the motion. Motion Carried (8-0).

9. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — R. Elliott congratulation Keraka on her Role Model
Award.

10. Motion to Adjourn —R. Elliott moved to adjourn. Blakeley seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:20 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager
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