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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 

                                                       605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI  53511 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – Vice President Elizabeth Magnus called the meeting to order at 7:30 

PM.  

Members present: Elizabeth Magnus, Juan Carlos-De Salas, Rachelle Elliott, Betty Barnett, 

and David Ramirez-Carrera, Jr. 

Members absent: Florence Haley, Angela Moore, Sherry Blakeley, and Gloria Heiss. 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, 

Wyatt Ditzler, and Michael DeVries. 

 

2. Approval of the Consent Agenda – Elliott moved to approve the April 20, 2022 Library Board 

meeting minutes and the 5/3/22 Personnel Committee meeting minutes as presented. De Salas 

seconded the motion. Motion Carried (5-0).  

 

3. Public Comment – None. 

 

4. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report. No 

additional updates. 

b. Arrowhead Library System (ALS) – Laatz read a report from Blakeley – Met on May 

4, 2022. New members of the board are Chris Cullen from the Rock County Board of 

Supervisors and Steve Brace from Hedberg Public Library. No updates of the Public 

Library System Redesign project. ALS has been cooperating with the Lakeshores 

Library System for a number of years. ALS is a small single county library system in 

Wisconsin. 

c. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Did not meet. Next meeting is June 8, 2022. 

d. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – Magnus reported on new officers: President – 

Karen Arft; Vice President – Kay Clark; Secretary – Sherry Geiger; Treasurer – Pat 

Blum. Next meeting is July 13, 2022.  

e. School District Representative – Elliott reported on summer school at various 

locations. Merrill will have PBS education camps this summer focusing on STEM. 

BMHS Jazz Orchestra back from Essentially Ellington competition and received many 

great honors. Junior ROTC is graduating students. BMHS is 1 of 5 schools in 

Wisconsin with the JROTC program with Beloit being the oldest. 

f. City Council Representative – Laatz read a report from Blakeley – Met on May 16, 

2022. There were many special proclamations including: Emergency Medical 
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Services Week; National Nurses’ Month; and for Teacher Appreciation Week: the 

Lincoln Academy teachers, Our Lady of the Assumption teachers, Rock County 

Christian teachers, and the Faculty of Beloit College. Just FYI, when a special 

celebration week is known, the city invites potential participants who must then 

request to be included. Quint Studer, owner of Beloit Sky Carps Baseball 

Association, gave a presentation on quality-of-life. He believes in the power of 

storytelling to help spread the word about a community like Beloit an says that we 

continue our civic IQ. Zach Brockman, newly named President of the organization, 

appeared at the Council meeting alongside his wife Sommer. They have a 2 yr. old 

daughter. The Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs has given final approval to the 

building of the Ho Chunk Casino in Beloit. This Thursday the Police Week badge 

pinning ceremony will take place at BPL at 6 pm.  

 

5. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – Did not meet. 

b. Personnel Committee – Ramirez-Carrera, Jr. and Magnus reported that the committee 

did the quarterly review of the Library Director and feels the board is better informed 

with the monthly presentations by staff. Committee will be starting the annual review of 

the Library Director in August. It will be a 360 evaluation. 

c. Strategic Plan Committee – Received an update on the implementation plan from staff.  

 

6. Old Business – None 

 

7. New Business -   

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Ramirez-Carrera, Jr. moved 

to approve the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills 

$37,483.35 and Blender Café bills totaling $468.38. Elliott seconded the motion. Motion 

Carried (7-0). 

 

8. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – Elliott reminded everyone that it is graduation season 

and to celebrate all the graduates for their accomplishments. 

 

9. Motion to Adjourn – De Salas moved to adjourn. Barnett seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:46 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 15, 2022  

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager 


