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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, April 20, 2022
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, Wi 53511

1. Callto order and roll call — President Florence Haley called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.
Members present: Florence Haley, Elizabeth Magnus, Juan Carlos-De Salas, Rachelle Elliott,
Sherry Blakeley, Angela Moore, and Betty Barnett.
Members absent: Gloria Heiss and David Ramirez-Carrera, Jr.
Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz,
Woyatt Ditzler, Michael DeVries, Amy Mitchell, and Jeni Schomber.

2. Approval of the March 16, 2022 Library Board meeting minutes. — Magnus moved to approve
the March 16, 2022 Library Board meeting minutes as presented. Barnett seconded the motion.
Motion Carried (5-0) with Blakeley and Elliott abstaining from voting.

3. Public Comment — Gary Witzack spoke about the need for more items in the collection on
learning phonics at a level for young adults and adults.

4. Reports:

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report.
Dimassis highlighted on the following four projects:

e Blender Learning Café - We are strengthening the student program with
the school district through a contract.

e E-Pluribus Unum series - Working with Ron Whitley on programming that
will strengthen the community.

e Beloit Entrepreneur Learning Lab (BELL) — Working with Brian Morello with
CELEB on programming for business entrepreneurs and workforce
development.

e Discovery PLAYce — Continue to meet with community stakeholders to
determine how this might look in Beloit.

b. Arrowhead Library System (ALS) — Blakeley reported the board discussed recent
national news with people asking to ban more books. Plans continue toward a full
merger — possibly next year.

c. Beloit Public Library Foundation — Heiss and Moore reported that the Foundation
Board approved the annual audit. The board further approved the Strategic Plan
and committees. Next meeting is May 9, 2022.

d. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) — Did not meet. Next meeting is the annual meeting
on May 7, 2022.
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e. School District Representative — Elliott reported on summer school registration,
practice interviews for high school students, CTE program with students building
dog houses at the intermediate schools to introduce them to different career
opportunities before starting high school, and the jazz orchestra going to Essentially
Ellington in New York City.

f.  City Council Representative — Blakeley reported on the City Council reorganization
meeting. Regina Dunkin, Kevin Leavy, Kevin Day, and Markese Terrell took their oath
of office as city council members after being voted in by Beloit citizens. Officers are
President — Regina Dunkin; Vice President — Nancy Forbeck. Mark Preuschl and
Brittney Keyes left the board after choosing not to run for another term.

5. Committees:

a. Budget/Facilities Committee — Did not meet.
Personnel Committee — Haley reported the committee met to discuss board recruitment
staying with the need to diversify.

c. Strategic Plan Committee — Did not meet.

6. Old Business —
a. Board Orientation Part 6 — Library Resources — DeVries presented information regarding
library resources including physical items and online resources.

7. New Business -
a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills — Elliott moved to approve
the monthly financials and bills with the library bills totaling library bills $95,470.81 and
Blender Café bills totaling $4,339.61. Magnus seconded the motion. Motion Carried
(7-0).

8. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events — Magnus mentioned the upcoming Women’s Fund
annual luncheon. The luncheon is May 5. More information can be found on Facebook and
their website. Haley mentioned the upcoming Beloit Literacy for Life Initiative honoree
luncheon. Haley mentioned the FABL annual meeting on May 7th. Dimassis mentioned the
Stateline Literacy Council graduation on May 18 at 10:00 and 6:00 in the Riverside Room.

9. Motion to Adjourn — Elliott moved to adjourn. Blakeley seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:44 PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 @ following the 6:00 graduation ceremony of the
Stateline Literacy Council.

Submitted by:
Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager
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