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Beloit Public Library Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

                                                       605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit, WI  53511 

  

1. Call to order and roll call – President Maribeth Miller called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.    

Members present:  Maribeth Miller, Elizabeth Magnus, David Sowl, Florence Haley, Diane 

Lichtenstein, Angela Moore, Rachelle Elliott, and Megan Miller.  

Members absent: Sherry Blakeley 

Also present: Library Director Nick Dimassis and Leadership Team Members: Jennifer Laatz, 

Jeni Schomber, Katharine Clark, and Wyatt Ditzler.  Rich Bostwick, Rock County Board of 

Supervisors. 

 

2. Approval of the Consent Agenda – Haley moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of the 

April 21, 2021 Library Board meeting minutes, and the April 20, 2021 Strategic Plan Committee 

meeting minutes as presented. Magnus seconded the motion.  Motion Carried (8-0). 

 

3. Public Comment – None. 

 

4. Old Business: COVID Update – Rich Bostwick talked about the County’s COVID response.  Staff 

requested that the library board change its policy to follow suit with the City of Beloit.  Haley 

moved to approve the library following suit with the City of Beloit regarding changes to the 

COVID protocols including face masks.  Elliott seconded the motion. Roll call vote:  Aye – 

President Miller, Haley, Elliott, Lichtenstein, Moore.  Nay – Magnus, Megan Miller, Sowl.  

Motion Carried (5-3) 

 

5. Reports: 

a. Library Director and BPL Activity Report - Dimassis prepared a written report.  

Dimassis highlighted on the following: 

• Beloit has been chosen for a 5-year program with PBS.  The Library and 

Community Action are the lead organizations with several other 

organizations getting involved as well.   

• On June 3rd, the library held the Judy Adams Bookquest launch party.  

• Stateline Literacy Council held 2 graduation ceremonies.   

b. Arrowhead Library System (ALS) – Dimassis reported that there are talks happening 

about a merger between ALS and Lakeshores Library System (LLS). 

c. Beloit Public Library Foundation – Sowl and Haley reported that the board accepted 

the auditors report but are continuing conversations about the need for a full audit.  

Discussing the need for a grant writer/development coordinator. 
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d. Friends at Beloit Library (FABL) – The Friends Board voted in new officers at their 

meeting in May.  Kathy McNamee continues as the President. 

 

6. Committees:  

a. Budget/Facilities Committee – Did not meet. 

b. Personnel Committee – Magnus reported that interviews for potential board members 

continue.   

c. Strategic Plan Committee – Magnus reported that they had a first meeting with 

consultant Ann Sitrick Joyce.  The committee will be meeting with Ann on June 14th. 

d. IDEA Sub-Committee – Megan Miller reported that the committee will meet June 9th at 

4:00 pm. 

 

7. New Business: 

a. Monthly financial report and approval of library and café bills – Lichtenstein moved to 

approve April payments in the amount of $47,808.22 for the library and $2639.98 for 

the Blender.  Elliott seconded the motion.  Sowl called for a roll call vote.  Aye: President 

Miller, Magnus, Haley, Lichtenstein, Moore, Elliott, and Megan Miller.  Nay: Sowl 

Motion Carried (7-1). 

 

8. Trustee Activities and Upcoming Events – Moore announced the YWCA Women in Distinction 

event in August, Juneteenth will be on June 19th 11-5 at the Harry Moore Pavilion.  Megan Miller 

announced the Stop the Violence event on May 22 4:00 at Riverside Park. 

 

9. Agenda Review – Blender/Stimulus Aid 

 

10. Motion to Adjourn – Sowl moved to adjourn.  Magnus seconded the motion.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:27 PM. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Submitted by:  

Jennifer Laatz, Business Manager 


