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Abstract 
This is the digital collection collected, edited with additional photographs by Lewis Koch under 
a grant from the Wisconsin American Revolution Bicentennial Commission Beloit, Wisconsin 
1976. This collection was complied as a “self-portrait of a specific community [Beloit, 
Wisconsin] and a profile of its people” (A Note of the Viewer). These images depict Beloit 
community members during the 1900-1960’s. The photographs of this collection are replicas of 
the originals compiled together to provide some sort of insight into the types of photographs 
available to this researcher acquired from the Beloit Bicentennial Oral History Project.   

History  
This digital collection was composed in relation to the Beloit Bicentennial Oral History Project. 
The projects purpose was to shed light on a range of issues pertaining to segregation within the 
in housing, employment, entertainment, health care, and schools systems within the community 
as well as depict the role of local clubs and churches in civil rights efforts. This project 
highlighted the ties established and maintained by Southern migrants and Beloit's current 
standing black population. (The American Folklife Center, Repository: Wisconsin Historical 
Society, Library-Archives).  



Scope and Content Note 
The inventory of this collection was done page by page, image by image, with the assistance of a 
list of citations. As expressed by the Beloit Public Library’s photo guide A Note to the Viewer,  

The content provided in the citations  include information as follows: a description of the main 
subject, and parenthetically, detailed information about the subject(s), with individuals names 
always from left-to-right (unless otherwise indicated); the location where the photograph was 
‘taken’ (if no location is stated it may be assumed that it was somewhere in Beloit); followed by 
the date of the photograph, either exact or approximate (designated “ca”=circa, about, and/or a 
“?” indicating that the assumed date is in question, or “n.d.”, meaning no date if such information 
was unavailable); and, lastly, in parentheses the contributors code, which is described 
alphabetically below.  

The Contributors of Photographs 
Fannie Baskin (FBa), Velma and John Bell (VB), Rubie White Bond (RB), Frank Bond (FBo), 
Arizona Burkes (AB), Fannie Byrd (FBy), Ernestine Cain (EC), Victoria Carter (VC), Fairbanks 
Morse Division - Colt Industries (F-M), Ben and Rachel Gordon (BG), Lorenzo and Bea Grady 
(LG), Charles Hobson (CH), Mary Mahan (MM), Evelyn O’Kelley (EO), Ocie Peterson (OP), 
Frances and Jesse Reneau (JR), Mildred Robinson (MR), Charles and Delaware Simmons (CS), 
Mamie Vance (MV), Dolores Wofford 
(DW) and the Beloit YWCA (YW). 



CONTENTS LIST 
 

Volume 1 
I. In the “Old Country” 

1. Lynn & Annie Cameron (uncle & aunt of Fannie Cameron Baskin)  
Pontotoc, Mississippi? ca 1905? (FBa) 

 
2. James Gordon (father of Ben Gordon & Anne Gordon Harris), with his mother Mary 

Gordon (a former slave) & sister Emma Gordon  
Houston, Mississippi ca 1900 (BG) 

 
3. Elmo Ware (first cousin of Fannie Baskin’s father Hosie P. Cameron)  

Pontotoc, Mississippi ca 1915 (FBa) 
 

4. Calvin Cameron & son Hosie P. Cameron (grandfather & father of Fannie Baskin) 
Pontotoc, Mississippi ca 1915 (FBa) 

 
5. Catherine Cameron (Fannie Baskin’s paternal great-grandmother)  

Pontotoc, Mississippi; ca 1910 (FBa) 
 

6. Seated- Matilda & Charlie White (Bea Grady’s grandparents) & their children, Standing- 
Nettie, Tommy, Mattie, Ernest & Lulu    
Pontotoc, Mississippi ca 1910 (LG) 

 
7. Two work mules from the White farm (previous), used for plowing & sorghum milling 

8 miles south of Pontotoc, Mississippi ca 1950 (LG) 
 

8. The Neely family (seated are Mary & Ben Neely with their children; the little girl in the 
center is Hattie Neely Davis, mother of Mary Mahan)  
DeKalb, Mississippi ca 1900? (MM) 

 
9. The Boyd family (Ida Bea & her two children- standing & her parents Jim & Nettie 

Boyd) 
Near Birmingham, Alabama ca. 1930 (LG) 

 
10. Reese White (paternal grandfather of Rubie White Bond; he came to Beloit ca 1915)      

Pontotoc, Mississippi n.d. (RB) 
 

11. Mary Pearl Grady (first child of Lorenzo Grady) 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 1917 (LG) 

 
12. At the Ward Farm- Walter Ward (father of Mrs. Ben Gordon), Uncle Joe Green, brother 

Jimmy Ward & Linda Gordon 
Egypt, near Okolona, Mississippi 1957 (BG) 

 



13. Two sisters, Ada B. (Mrs. Edwin Clarke) & Inez Johnson (Mrs. Robert Wilson), just 
before leaving for Beloit 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma ca 1919 (RB) 

 
II. The Families 

14. Group portrait of early Edgewater Flats residents (at top row- center, third from left is 
J.D. Stevenson, Executive Secretary of the Edgewater YMCA & Fairbanks, Morse’s 
liaison with the Edgewater community; also included in the picture are members of Ben 
Gordon & Anne Harris’ family); in front of the Edgewater YMCA building, which stood 
near the corner of  
Afton Road & Carpenter Street ca 1921 (EC) 

 
15. John White (second from left) & family 

Chesnut Street ca 1925?(AB) 
 

16. The Conwell family (seated- Reverend W.C. Conwell with his children Charles & 
Beatrice, & standing- Pearl, Sam & Earlie; the latter was Clay Hobson’s wife & Charles 
Hobson’s mother) 
1928 (CH) 

 
17. Judge Bradford & daughter Callie B. Bradford (father & sister of Mamie Vance & 

Victoria Carter)  
1919 (VC) 

 
18. James Dochier & son William (brother-in-law of Frank Bond)  

ca 1915 (FB0) 
 

19. Walter Ingram & wife Daisy  
ca 1920 (MV) 

 
20. Victoria Carter, Marvin Bosman, Nellie Bradford (wife of Judge Bradford), her daughter 

Kate & two grandchildren (unidentified) – (Kate Mahan’s twin daughters Toni and 
Maxine - 2017 correction by Judy Pegué Farr) 
Randall Street ca 1948 (VC) 

 
21. Dorothy Baskin, nephew of William Simon Baskin & Clotia Baskin  

ca 1930 (FBa) 
 

22. Lela (friend of Fannie Baskin), Mary Shelly (Fannie Baskin’s step-daughter) & Fannie 
Baskin 
Mechanics’ Green 1936 (FBa) 

 
23. Josephine Vance & her husband Nick Wilkins  

1923 (VC) 
 

24. John Vance (husband of Mamie Vance) & daughter Josphine  



Hill north of Fairbanks, Morse ca. 1921 (MV) 
 

25. Members of Frank Bond’s family, from photograph album of Frank Bond  
1920’s (FBo) 

 
26. Children & grandchild of William Simon & Fannie Cameron Baskin; Mary Shelly, 

Clotia, Dorothy, Hosie, Elton, Fannie Jr. & Laverne Shelly 
Mechanics’ Green Park 1936 (FBa) 

 
27. Victoria Carter & brother Sussex Bradford  

1935 (VC) 
 

28. Mary Mahan & her children Loretta & Gene, Jr.  
Riverside Park with the Fairbanks, Morse plant in the background 1937 (MM) 

 
III.  Friends and Neighbors 

29. John McCord (Recruiter for Fairbanks, Morse)  
ca 1920 (FBy) 

 
30. Franklin Bradford (brother of Victoria B. Carter) & unidentified friend  

Memphis, Tennessee ca 1925 (VC) 
 

31. Kate M. Bradford (sister of VC & MV) & Audrey Holley (wife of a first cousin) 
Location unknown 1917 (MV) 

 
32. John Yates (came from Pontotoc to Beloit in 1921) & his dog “Queen”  
 ca 1921 (RB) 

 
33. Bernice B. Dochier (Frank Bond’s sister)  

ca 1920 (FBo) 
 

34. Charles Fraser (?), from the West Indies, he worked at Fairbanks, Morse  
ca 1925 (AB) 

 
35. Ada Johnson (Mrs. Edwin Clarke)  

Edgewater Flats ca 1925 (AB) 
 

36. Bea Grady & Aunt Lula White  
Rockford, Illinois ca 1927 (LG) 

 
37. Curtis Barber, Ernest Hancock & John Earl Wilson  

Edgewater Flats ca 1930 (AB) 
 

38. Sterling Cameron (Fannie Baskin’s brother) & Josephine Vance (MV’s daughter) ca 
1923 (FBa) 

 



 
39. Unidentified friends of Lorenzo Grady  

ca 1940 (LG) 
 

40. Johnnie Johnson & Homer Glover  
Third Street near Merrill ca 1930 (AB) 

 
41. Mildred Grady (cousin of Lorenzo Grady) with unidentified friend  

Milwaukee ca 1923 (LG) 
 

42. J. D. Stevenson, Executive Secretary of the Edgewater YMCA, in his office  
ca 1920 (F-M) 
 

43. Jesse Reneau in his 1926 Model “T” Ford 
ca 1929 (JR) 

 
44. Booker T. Deberry (step-brother of AB)  

ca 1925 (AB) 
 

45. William Simon Baskin (husband of FBa) 
ca 1936 (FBa) 

 
46. Unidentified (FBa) 

 
47. Co-workers at Fairbanks, Morse & friends of Lorenzo Grady; Sonny Hyde (foundry) & 

Chester Hobson (forge shop), at Quarter Century Club picnic  
 ca 1940 (LG) 

 
48. Unidentified, Lula Scott Brown, her mother Mrs. Lula Scott & unidentified  

ca 1930? (AB) 
 

49. Carrie Howard & Desmond Vance  
Merrill & Third Streets corner ca 1935 (AB) 
 

 
50. Lacy Pigues (Lacy Pegué – 2017 correction by Judy Pegué Farr) & two Fosters (cousins)  

ca 1930 (AB) 
 

51. Unidentified friend, Kate M. Bradford & Josephine Vance  
ca 1925 (MV) 

 
52. William Carvin  

1944. (VC) 
 

53. Reverend Hermes Zimmerman, founder & pastor of the Pleasant Street Second Methodist 
Episcopal Church  



1940 (JR) 
 

54. Sussex Bradford (brother of VC & MV)  
ca 1940? (MV) 

 
55. Blanche Hamilton  

ca 1920 (MV) 
 

56. Guy Carter (husband of VC); in front of Jobe’s Liquor Store  
East Grand Avenue ca 1924 (RB) 

 
57. John Raymond Carter (son of Victoria & Guy Carter)  

Akron? Ohio ca 1940 (VC) 
 

58. Reverend Ogiss Dillon, pastor of New Zion Church (ca 1930-1957)  
Pulpit at New Zion Church ca 1958 (AB) 

 
59. George Hilliard, M.D.  

1941 (JR) 
 

60. Bette Jean Reneau & Francis Reneau (niece & wife of JR)  
Turtle Creek Swimming Pool 1942 (JR) 

 
61. Unidentified; n.d. (LG) – later identified as Deloris Edwards & Miriam Grady by K. 

Simmons 08-01-06 
 
IV.  The Children 

62. Eugene Glover, Helen Johnson & her brother; by New Zion Church  
Corner of Merrill & Third Streets ca 1935 (AB) 

 
63. Jennie Hey, in the Deberry’s Chevrolet  

Edgewater Flats ca 1930 (AB) 
 

64. Teenage friends & neighbors  
Edgewater Flats ca 1925 (AB) 

 
65. Jimmie Weeden  

Edgewater Flats ca 1925 (AB) 
 

66. Ethel Gordon (Johnson; sister of Anne G. Harris & Ben Gordon)  
ca 1925 (AB) 

 
67. Back row- Mae Tee Gordon, Jennie Hyde, Rose Gordon; & front row- Gladys Weeden, 

Jimmie Weeden & Dellie Sue Gordon  
ca 1925 (AB) 

 



 
68. John Earl Wilson & Ethel Mae --?— 

Edgewater Flats ca 1925 (AB) 
 

69. Melba Bond  
1922 or 1923 (FBo) 

 
70. Carrie Bradford Johnson & Annie Burkes  

Lawton Avenue 1924 (MV) 
 

71. Terry Reneau & Nancy Jane Banks 1942 (JR) 
 

72. Melba Bond  
 1918 (FBo) 

 
73. Sterling Cameron (Fannie Baskin’s oldest brother)  

Field near Edgewater YMCA ca 1920 (FBa) 
 

74. Mae Ruth Edwards, on Beloit High School graduation day  
n.d. (AB) 
 

75. Eugene Mahan, JR. (MM’s son)  
ca 1945 (MM) 

 
76. Elizabeth Simmons (Payne; daughter of Charlie & Delaware Simmons)  

ca 1949 (CS) 
 
V.  At Work 

77. Foundry workers at Fairbanks, Morse & Company (Solomon Deberry, Curtis Barber, two 
unidentified co-workers & SD’s son Booker T. Deberry—second from right; the 
blackboard reads “Home Sweet Home”)  
Beloit plant, Fairbanks, Morse & Company ca 1925 (AB) 

 
78. Fairbanks, Morse & Company identification badge (dated May 22, 1941) & Selective 

Service registration card (dated April 27, 1942), of Lorenzo Grady  
In carrying case; 1941 & 1942 (LG) 

 
79. Cover of Hill Folks magazine, March 1949, with William Simon Baskin  

At work in the Fairbanks, Morse foundry 1949 (FBa) 
 

 79a. Cover of Hill Folks magazine; William Simon Baskin added by K. Simmons 08-1-
06. 

 
 79b. Charles Simmons at Hulbert & Winger added by K. Simmons 08-01-06. 

 
80. Shirley Vance in family garden plot  



Beech Street ca 1930 (AB) 
 

81. Jesse Johnson  
ca 1940 (VC) 

 
82. Willis Bond (brother of Frank Bond), chief water-tender on ship’s boilers Battleship 

“Florida”, during World War I; ca 1918 (FBo) 
 

83. Clay Neely (MM’s uncle) & two infantry comrades, during World War I  
 France ca 1918 (MM) 

 
84. Robert Hyde & son, & Howard Honor (background)  

Edgewater Flats ca 1930 (AB) 
 

85. Safety Award Group at Fairbanks, Morse  
Brass foundry 1920 (F-M) 

 
86. Inez Givhan, housekeeper, with two unidentified white children 

ca 1950 (VC) 
 

87. Civilian Conservation Corps group, with Henry Carter (VC’s son) – seated, far left; 
Phillips?  
Wisconsin 1936 (VC) 

 
88. Division winners in National Speaking Contest, including Wisconsin Power & Light 

Company employee Leon Peterson, far left; from Power & Light News  
n.d. (OP) 

 
89. School children at Merrill School, with Arthur Parker (Lorenzo Grady’s step-son) top 

row, fourth from right  
ca 1935 (LG) 

 
90. School children at Strong School  

ca 1930. (FBa) 
 

VI.  Social Outings 
91. Group of friends by railroad tracks, on the west bank of the Rock River (unidentified, 

Fletcher Vance, Booker T. Deberry, Arizona Williams & Wardell White)  
Near Edgewater Flats ca 1928 (AB) 

 
92. Group of women friends at a picnic;  

Big Hill Park ca 1936 (FBa) 
 

93. Group of men friends by roller coaster 
Waverly Beach ca 1930 (AB) 

 



94. Laura Weatherall (sister of Fannie Weatherall) & brothers Bill & Jesse Reneau Merrill 
Avenue 1929 (JR) 

 
95. Picnic group, including Katey Shumpert (sister-in-law of FBa)  
 ca 1932 (FBa) 

 
96. Unidentified couple; 

 n.d. (MM) 
 

97. Mary Mahan, George Hobson, Minnie Davis & Eugene Griffin, at Cloverleaf Club, 
owned by Clay Hobson (father of CH)  
Prospect Street ca 1945? (MM) 

 
98. Billiards Room, Edgewater YMCA 

Afton Road ca 1920 (F-M) 
 

99. Party at Charles Hobson’s house  
Ca 1950 (CH) 

 
Volume 2 
VII.  Social Organizations 

100. Organizational meeting of the Wisconsin State Federation of Colored Women (meeting at 
Mrs. Williams’ – back row, second from left—house; delegates came from Milwaukee, 
Racine, Madison & Beloit; Mrs. Whitman, the leader, is seated center in white, & Ocie 
Peterson is seated front row, second from right) Janesville June 1926 (OP) 

 
101. Joint chorus? Fairbanks, Morse  

Gymnasium 1928 (YW) 
 

102. Sunday school class, taught by Arizona Burkes at Edgewater YMCA 
Edgewater Flats ca 1926 (AB) 

 
103. Bible Study Class  

Edgewater YMCA ca 1920 (F-M) 
 

104. Bethel AME Church choir (standing: Reverend Wills, Leon Peterson, Paul Strothers, 
Charlie Simmons, Edward Pigues, Dr. F.E. Norman- D.D.S.; seated: Miss Thomas, 
unidentified, Mrs. Margaret Scott, Ocie Peterson, Mrs. Hortense Norman, Mrs. Wills, 
Miss Weeden, Sarah Clark, Lillian Bond, Mrs. Weatherall, Mrs. Thomas- pianist & Mrs. 
Catherine Scott) 
State Street Hall, St. Paul Avenue ca 1929 (OP) 

 
105. Emmanuel Baptist Church choir, with Revered W.E.W. Brown (top center) from 

Indianola, Mississippi, & (also, top row-) Raymond Wright, Neal Harris & Leon Peterson 
& (standing, far right, right to left) Robert Guyton, Ocie Peterson, William Marshall, MD 
(also included are Sadie Bell & Annie Harris)  



Emmanuel Baptist Church, East Grand Avenue ca 1930 (RB) 
 

106. Sunday school children of New Zion Church; ca 1930? (AB) 
 

107. Roosevelt School’s first basketball team (including Homer Bandy- back row, second 
from left, and Elton Bradford- back row, far right);  
Roosevelt Jr. High School ca 1922 (RB) 

 
108. Edgewater Hi-Y Softball Team. Back row: Weems, Stewart, Coach Scott, Peterson, L. 

Johnson.  Front row: P. Johnson, J. Watts, A. Johnson & Gilmore; & missing: Clark, C. 
Hobson & G. Hilliard  
1934 (CH) 

 
109. Charles Hobson, second baseman on the Edgewater Hi-Y Softball Team  

Ca 1934 (CH) 
 

110. Odd Fellows Lodge, including Revered Ogiss Dillon- center; ca 1940. (AB)  
This looks like Prince Hall Masonic Organization (see the aprons & white gloves), rather 
than Odd Fellows, added by K. Simmons 08-01-06. 

 
111. Methodist Youth Fellowship members with counselors  

Front of Pleasant Street, Second Methodist Episcopal Church ca 1943 (JR) 
 

112. Inter-Se Sorority Valentine’s Day dance (Front: Margaret Gordon, Laverna Glover, 
Francis Bradley Davis, Dorothy Baskin, Minnie Davis; Back row: Mildred Nack?, Vivian 
Matthews, Evelyn Kinney, Lillian Touchstone, Elsie Ingram, Francis Johnson, Marilyn 
Buggs & Rear: Gwen Lomax)  
February 2,1947 (YW) 

 
113. Group of YWCA girls  

In front of Pleasant Street (#612) YWCA building 1941 (YW) 
 

114. Group of Boy Scouts (John Earl Wilson & Gordon brothers Ben, Kenny & Joe) 
ca 1924 (AB) 

 
115. Picnic of combined church groups from Bethel & New Zion Churches  

Big Hill Park ca 1940 (AB) 
 
VIII.  Places 

116. Edgewater Flats (these apartments were built specifically for the newly arrived black 
workers and their families)  
Seen from Afton Road, west elevation ca 1920 (F-M) 

 
117. Interior view of Edgewater apartment; ca 1920. (F-M) 

 
118. South view of Edgewater YMCA building  



Stood near Afton Road & Carpenter Street ca 1925 (EO) 
 

119. Edgewater YMCA building  
View from drive (west elevation?) ca 1920 (F-M) 

 
120. Original building of the New Zion Church  

(formerly City Ice & Fuel Company icehouse) ca 1917 (DW) 
 

121. Original building of the Bethel AME Church, with Reverend John D. Peterson, minister 
(father of Leon Peterson & OP’s father-in-law)  
ca 1905 (OP) 

 
IX.  Documents, Old Photographs of the Interviewees 

122. Tax receipt of Zack White (RB’s father) 
Pontotoc, Mississippi January 28, 1910 (RB) 

 
123. Early rental receipt of Zack White for family apartment at 694 Pleasant Street August 8, 

1917. (RB) 
 
X. The Beloit Oral History Project Interviewees 
 Photographed by Lewis Koch 1976 
 

124. Sadie Bell  
from Pontotoc, Mississippi, to Beloit, 1918 

 
125. Sadie Bell  

from Pontotoc, Mississippi, to Beloit, 1918 
 

126. Sadie Bell  
from Pontotoc, Mississippi, to Beloit, 1918 

 
127. Rubie White Bond with family Bibles 

from Pontotoc, 1917 
 

128. Rubie White Bond with family Bibles 
from Pontotoc, 1917 
 

129. Trunk, pitcher & flatirons which came from Pontotoc with White family 
 

130. With husband Frank Bond 
 

131. Ambrose Gordon at work in the soybean field adjacent to family farmstead 
from Rose Hill, near Houston, Mississippi, 1921 
 

132. Ambrose Gordon), at work in the soybean field adjacent to family farmstead 
from Rose Hill, near Houston, Mississippi, 1921 



 
133. Ambrose Gordon at work in the soybean field adjacent to family farmstead 

from Rose Hill, near Houston, Mississippi, 1921 
 

134. Ben Gordon holding photograph of himself & first wife. (Etta May died from a chicken 
scratch infection.  Lived and worked on Walsh Brothers Farm.  He moved to work at 
Fairbanks Morse after she died - per Bridgett Walsh 5-9-2018.) 
from Ross Hill 1921 

 
135. Ben Gordon holding photograph of himself & first wife  

from Ross Hill 1921 
 

136. Ben Gordon holding photograph of himself & first wife 
from Ross Hill 1921 

 
137. Ben Gordon holding photograph of himself & first wife 

from Ross Hill 1921 
 

138. Lorenzo Grady  
from Pontotoc 1918 

 
139. With wife Bea 

 
140. Lorenzo Grady outside his home 

 
141. Lorenzo Grady outside his home 

 
142. Anne Gordon Harris  

from Ross Hill 1921 
 

143. Anne Gordon Harris with husband Neal Harris 
 

144. Neal Harris  
from Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama 1923 

 
145. Sisters Ethel Gordon Johnson & Anne Harris 

 
146. Reverend Dewitt Johnson  
 from Macon, Mississippi 1920 

 
147. Reverend Dewitt Johnson  

from Macon, Mississippi 1920 
 

148. Reverend Dewitt Johnson, guest preacher at his former pulpit, New Zion Church 
from Macon, Mississippi, 1920 

 



149. Reverend Dewitt Johnson 
from Macon, Mississippi 1920 

 
150. Ocie Nunn Peterson  

from Wickliffe, Kentucky 1920 
 

151. Ocie Nunn Peterson  
from Wickliffe, Kentucky 1920 

 
152. Ocie Nunn Peterson with honorary necklace & pendant awarded for longservice in the 

Rebecca Chapter (No. 4) of the Order of the Eastern Star (1928-present) & as past Grand 
Worthy Matron (1958-59) of the chapter 

 
153. Charles Simmons  

from Louisville, Kentucky 1913 
 

154. Charles Simmons  
from Louisville, Kentucky 1913 

 
155. Charles Simmons pointing himself out in an old photograph 

ca 1950 
 

156. Raymond Wright at the pulpit, as Deacon, at Wesley CME Church 
from Pontotoc, 1917 

 
157. Raymond Wright at the pulpit, as Deacon, at Wesley CME Church 

from Pontotoc, 1917 
 

158. Raymond Wright at the pulpit, as Deacon, at Wesley CME Church 
from Pontotoc, 1917 

 
159. Ocie Nunn (Peterson) at home  

Wickliffe, Kentucky 1919 (OP) 
 

160. Lorenzo & brother Charles Grady (two brothers newly arrived in Beloit, from Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, sitting for their first portrait “up north”)  
1918. (LG) 

 
161. Lura White (RB’s sister), Josephine Vance (Wilkins) & Rubie Bond 

Athletic Avenue ca 1920 (MV) 
 

162. Lorenzo & Bea Grady 
Randall Street 1931 (LG) 

 
163. Neal & Anne Gordon Harris  

ca 1925 (AB) 


